
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
As we move through the changing seasons—both in nature and in our lives—I invite you to pause with 
me and reflect on a simple yet profound truth: 
 

“The root of joy is gratefulness...It is not joy that makes us grateful; it is gratitude that makes  
           us joyful.” — Brother David Steindl-Rast 
    
This quote turns our usual thinking upside down.  We often wait for joy to arrive before we feel 
thankful.  But Scripture and experience teach us that gratitude is not the result of joy—it is the source 
of it. 
 
Gratitude is a spiritual posture.  It’s the quiet decision to say “thank you” even when life feels uncertain.  
It’s the daily practice of noticing blessings—large and small—and naming them before God.  When we 
do this, something shifts in us.  Our hearts soften. Our spirits lift.  And joy, that deep and abiding joy, 
begins to bloom. 
 
Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18: “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Gratitude is not reserved for the good 
days—it’s a discipline for every day. 
 
This month, I encourage you to keep a “Gratitude Journal.”  Write down three things each day that 
you’re thankful for.  They don’t have to be grand—sometimes the smallest gifts carry the deepest joy.  A 
warm cup of coffee.  A kind word.  A moment of silence.  A hymn that stirs your soul. 
 
Let us be a church that cultivates grateful hearts.  Not because life is always easy, but because God is 
always faithful.  And in that faithfulness, we find joy. 
 
With a grateful heart, Pastor Kathy 

 

While on the subject of being thankful, I would like to thank each and every person who remembered 
me in October.  It is my pleasure and privilege to be a pastor.  It is my blessing to be your pastor.  I love 
what I do and those whom I seek to serve. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Newsletter of the United Methodist Church of Estherville, Iowa                                                          November 2025 

Sunday, November 2:   Communion Sunday 

     Faith Builders 10:00am 

Monday, November 3:  Mat Loom Makers 9:30am 

Tuesday, November 4:  United Women in Faith BAZAAR 

Sunday, November 9:   Faith Builders 10:00am      

Monday, November 10:  Mat Loom Makers 9:30am 

     Neighbors Meeting Neighbors Community Coffee 1:30-3pm 

Tuesday, November 11:  Church Office Closed- Veterans Day 

Worship Committee Meeting 4:00pm 

     Outreach Committee Meeting 5:00pm 

Friday, November 14:   United Women in Faith 1:30pm 

Sunday, November 16:  Faith Builders 10:00am 

Monday, November 17:  Mat Loom Makers 9:30am 

Wesley’s Kitchen 11:00am-12:30pm    

Tuesday, November 18:  Education Committee Meeting 7:00pm 

Sunday, November 23:  Trustees Committee Meeting 9:15am 

Finance Committee Meeting 9:30am    

 Faith Builders 10:00am 

Monday, November 24:  Mat Loom Makers 9:30am 

     Neighbors Meeting Neighbors Community Coffee 1:30-3pm 

     Free VFW Community Meal Sponsored by UMC, VFW & Thrivent 

 Tuesday, November 25:  Church Council Meeting 5:30pm 

 Thursday, November 27:  Church Office Closed- Happy Thanksgiving! 

 Friday, November 28:   Church Office Closed- Holiday 

 Sunday, November 30:  Noisy Offering 

      Faith Builders 10:00am 

  
 
      

 
 

 
      

      
 

  
 
  

  Pastor Kathy Kluis 

Cell:  712-304-0636 

kathykluis@hotmail.com  

Office  Hours 

Monday – Friday 8:00am-3:00pm 

Phone:  712-362-4886 

Fax: 712-362-2357 

umc@mchsi.com 
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Administrative Assistant:                                          Leah Flores 

Choir Director:                                                             Diane Blom 

Church Treasurer:                                              Nancy Anderson 

Cleaning:       Tony Olson 

Finance Secretary:                                                           Pat Watt                                       

Music Director:                                                         Randy Yackle 

Media Team:                        Nancy Anderson, Larinda Mueller 

        Ryan Ross, Kristin Ross 

 

Worship Sunday mornings at 10:30am 
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Note from Nancy  
  

Our church is in the process of establishing a Visitation Team.  This team of volunteers are being asked to 
commit to four visits per year with one or two of our shut-ins.  The time it takes is minimal and the rewards 
of cultivating church family relationships can be great!  This is not meant to replace pastoral visits but to 
assist our Pastor Kathy in identifying the wants and needs of our congregational shut-ins.  If you are 
interested in serving on this very important team, please contact Nancy Danielson 712-209-0062.  
  

 
 
 
 

 

UMC Disciples Quilters: 

The Disciples Quilters was welcomed to United Methodist Church in April.  We have enjoyed the nice space provided on the 

lower level; and a special “Thank You” to Tony Olson for his help when we need it.  We are a group of 8 and welcome you to 

stop in and lend a hand whenever you have time.  We always need a hand at ironing, tying the quilts, trimming the edges, 

etc.  and, even have an extra sewing machine if you would like to sew blocks together.  We meet on Tuesday afternoons—just 

drop in for an hour or the afternoon. 

This year we have completed at least 30 quilts sized 45x45” size thru King size quilts.  Some will go to Hospice and the rest to 

the Community Christmas Project.  UMC members have been very generous in donating quilt fabric, denim jeans, backing 

supplies, a check for batting, a sewing machine; it is always a fun surprise to come in on Tuesdays to find another “gift” on the 

table.   Thank you!   

Our mission is to be able to provide a special gift to families in the community during the holidays or a small amount of love 

and comfort to Hospice patients.  We give the community warmth, caring and prayers through these gifts.  However, the quilt 

group gains a lighter heart just knowing we are caring and giving to others.  Jesus has indeed called us to be his disciples and 

reach out to others.   Again, thank you for helping us spread the joy of Jesus Christ throughout Estherville. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
                                                     
                                            

 

 

 

     
                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Greeters 
 

  2   Don & Paula Edwards 
      Nancy Danielson 
 9   Chad & Sheila King 
      Daryl Johnson/Pat Murray 
16   Gary Myers 

 Kalcey & Candace Harvey 
23  Ryan & Kristin Ross 
      Steve & Joan Lauritsen 
30  Matt & Beth Reineke 
      Richard & Jannie Baker 

Committee Meeting 
Reminders: 

 

 

Church Council: 
November 25th  5:30 pm 

Education: 
November 18th 7:00 pm 

Finance: 
November 23rd  9:30 am 

Outreach: 
November 11th  5:00 pm 

Trustees: 
November 23rd   9:15 am 

Worship: 
November 11th   4:00 pm 

 

Circles are scheduled 

to meet as follows: 
 

Martha 

November 20th at 9:00am 
 

Ruth 

November 17th at 7:00pm 
 

Susanna Wesley 

November 17th at 7:00pm 
 

United Women in Faith 

November 14th at 1:30pm  

United Women in Faith 
 

Bible Verse: 2 Corinthians 9:7 (CEB) “Everyone should give 
whatever they have decided in their heart.  They shouldn’t  

give with hesitation or because of pressure.  God loves 
a cheerful giver.” 

 

UW in Faith Meeting 1:30 p.m. 
Friday, November 14th, 2025 

Program: Gerry Boe 
Hostess: Grace Spalding  

 

Special Offering: World Thank Offering 
 

 

GIVING TABLES- November 2025 
(Bring to the church until Sunday, November 25th) 

 

Support the Community Christmas Project 
 

Needed:  women’s and men’s  
clothing and socks in all sizes 

 

Bazaar: Tuesday, November 4th 
Booths: 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Coffee Time: 8:00 am to 10:00 am 
Lunch: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Lunch cost: $14.00 
 

Notes: Church will be open on Monday until 6:00 pm to drop off items for Country Store/Bake Shop and need to be dropped off by 
7:30 am on Tuesday. The committee will price and mark items. Please use parking lot door.  Pies and salads need to be at church 
by 9:00 am on Tuesday and can be dropped off at the kitchen door.  Please check off your name on the cabinet doors.  If the callers 
were not able to contact you for food donation or money donation, UW in Faith would appreciate a donation of $15.00.  The profit 
from our bazaar supports missions for women, children and youth. 

 
 

Heidi’s Inspiring Words: 
 

Thank you for the nomination.  I would like to think that I am a representative of so many individuals in this 

congregation that came forth to serve in areas they had not in the past. 
 

I would like to focus on the word UNITED and what it means to me as part of our church name:  
 

U- stands for unwavering commitment to live by the John Wesley quote: Do all the good you can, By all the 

means that you can, In all the ways that you can, In all the places that you can, At all the times that you can, 
To all the people you can, As long as you ever can.  

 
 N- need, realizing the need to help out and serve  

 
 I- there is no I in team  

 
T- together we are better  

 

 E- everyone doing their part  
 

And in true trustees style:  
 

D- doors, you only need to open doors if someone wants to come in.  If no one wants to come in, a door 
becomes a wall and the building stays empty.  

 
United Methodist Church Estherville, that is who we are.  

 

Thank you again for the nomination and recognition today. ⁃ Heidi Goebel ⁃ October 19,2025  

 

callto:712-209-0062


FREE Community  

Meal at VFW 

November 24
th

 5:00-6:30pm  

Serving: 

Turkey, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, 

Gravy, Green Beans or Corn, Pumpkin 

Bars & Beverages 

This month is sponsored by the UMC, 

the VFW, & Thrivent 

 

If you would like to help,  

please sign up in the Fellowship Hall  

or call the church office. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

     

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
 

    1 

Ingathering Kits 

to Cherokee  

2 

Communion Sunday  

9:15am Chancel Choir Practice  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship Time  

10:00am Faith Builders  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida Worship  

3 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

4 

Bazaar  

8:00am Coffee Time  

8:00am Booths  

11:00am Luncheon  

9:00am Staff 

Meeting  

12:30pm The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

5 

8:30am Estherville 

Area Ministerial 

Assoc.  

6 

Pastor in Ruthven  

3:00pm Girl Scouts 

Troop #544 RM 

#31  

7 8 

9 

9:15am Chancel Choir Practice  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship Time  

10:00am Faith Builders  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida Worship  

10 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

1:30pm Neighbors 

Meeting Neighbors 

Community Coffee 

(1:30-3:00pm)  

11 

Church Office 

Closed- Veterans 

Day  

4:00pm Worship 

Committee Meeting  

5:00pm Outreach 

Committee Meeting  

12 13 

Pastor in Ruthven  

14 

1:30pm UW in 

Faith  

15 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

16 

9:15am Chancel Choir Practice  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship Time  

10:00am Faith Builders  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida Worship  

17 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

11:00am Wesley's 

Kitchen  

7:00pm Ruth Circle  

7:00pm Susanna 

Wesley Circle  

18 

12:30pm The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

7:00pm Education 

Committee Meeting  

19 20 

Pastor in Ruthven  

9:00am Martha 

Circle  

3:00pm Girl Scouts 

Troop #544 RM 

#31  

21 22 

23 

9:15am Chancel Choir Practice  

9:15am Trustees Committee 

Meeting  

9:30am Finance Committee 

Meeting  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship Time  

10:00am Faith Builders  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida Worship  

24 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

1:30pm Neighbors 

Meeting Neighbors 

Community Coffee 

(1:30-3:00pm)  

5:00pm Free VFW 

Community Meal 

sponsored by UMC, 

VFW, & Thrivent  

25 

12:30pm The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

5:30pm Church 

Council Meeting  

26 27 

Church Office 

Closed- Happy 

Thanksgiving!  

28 

Church Office 

Closed- 

Thanksgiving  

29 

30 

Noisy Offering  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship Time  

10:00am Faith Builders  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida Worship  

        
  

STEWARDSHIP 
Let's prayerfully consider your gifts to our church. Please pray 

we have another year of the most faithful giving congregation.   

I encourage you to sign up for automatic giving through your 

bank or credit union.  

We rely on your pledges for our budget.  

REMINDER:  

Online giving is as easy as 1, 2 or 3 

1. Bill pay through your financial institution 

2. Easy tithe using your credit card. Sign up at:   

http://www.esthervilleumc.com 

3. Automatic deduction through the church and your bank: 

monthly or semi-monthly. See Pat Watt- 362-4886. 

 

November Ushers 
Arlyn Omtvedt– 

Captain 

Doug Knudson 

Kim Swanson 

Sue Omtvedt 

 

 
Sponsor a Radio Broadcast 

Sponsors are still needed for the 2026 radio 

broadcasts. Call the church office to reserve your 

date! 

It is only $65 

Available dates: 

  Jan. 4th   Jan. 18th  Feb. 1st 

 Feb. 8th  Mar. 1st  Mar. 15th  

  

 

Please continue to 

pray for: 

Tom & Lynn Anderson, Ed 
Peterson, Kurt Moeding, Kay 
Besaw, Lee Evans and Jan 
Lange. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1       Caden Hoffman             
2       Kinslee Cowell              
3       Natalie Reardon             
4       Sheryl Anderson                     
         Amanda Paulson                     
5       Paula Edwards                      
6       Myles Kaltved       
         Clarke Sorensen  
7       Jeff Jensen                     
         Adam Forsyth           
         Ava Mitchell   
8       Steve Miller          
         Ed Peterson           
         Brandon Ross           

10     Marion Kline          

         Sue Guge          

         Crew Smith  

12     Wayne Chrestiansen              
13     Andrew Ward 

         Brock Mace 

14     Penny Weir     

15     Randy Ouellette               

         Ava Huntley 

  

Wesley’s Kitchen Free Meal  

sponsored by the Outreach Committee 

November 17
th

 11:00 am-12:30 pm  

All are welcome to come & enjoy a 

Baked Potato Bar with Fixings, Dessert 

& Fellowship 

If you would like to help with this event,  

please sign up in the Fellowship Hall  

or call the church office. 

 

 
 

 

 

1st       Kim & LuAnn Swanson 

2nd     Roger & Judy Grethen  

17th     Roy & Berniece Jensen 

19th    Jacob & Krista Masters 

23rd   Roger & Sue Guge 

30th   Alan & Linda Blum 

 

 

Susanna Wesley 

Circle will meet on 

November 17th at 

the home of Joan 

Lauritsen at 

7:00pm. 

We Welcome All 

New Ladies! 

 

16      Holly Hendrickson         
18      Dawn Claypool 
19      Aryn Ward  

          Grant Lausen 
          Addison Hatland 

          Oliver Ross          
20      Sharon Lowe 
21      Daryl Johnson       
          Kellie Christensen 

22      Darcy Hutchings      

23      Max Pelzer            

          Reed Jensen 

          Marcus Finn 

          Ella Soper 

          Quinnley Edwards 

25      Keith Godfrey                 
          Aaron Hansen 
          Jaden Roberts 
26      Calvin Alger               
27      Doug Lampkin      
          Zoey DeRuyter 
28      Nancy Anderson                   
29      Jared Haukoos                  
30      Jerry Thompson 

 
 
 
                   

  

http://www.esthervilleumc.com/

