
Happy 250th Birthday America 
 
Patriotism and Nationalism: A Christian Reflection on Two Very Different Ideas 
 

As people of faith, we often find ourselves navigating the space between our love for God and our love 
for country. These two loyalties don’t have to be in conflict—but they do require clarity. Two words that 
frequently get blurred together are patriotism and nationalism. They sound similar, yet they lead us 
down very different paths. 
  
Patriotism: Love That Seeks the Good 
 

Patriotism: Love of your country and a desire for it to do well, while recognizing it has strengths and 
flaws. 
  

Patriotism is rooted in gratitude. It celebrates the blessings of our nation—its freedoms, its 
opportunities, its communities—and it honors those who have sacrificed for the common good. But 
patriotism is also honest. It recognizes that no country is perfect, and that loving something includes 
wanting it to grow, improve, and live up to its highest ideals. 
  
Patriotism allows room for humility. It welcomes constructive criticism because critique is a form of 
care. For Christians, patriotism fits comfortably with our calling: we can love our country deeply while 
remembering that our ultimate allegiance is to God’s kingdom. 
  
Nationalism: When Love Becomes an Idol 
 

Nationalism: The belief that your country is superior to others, often accompanied by the view that its 
interests should come before those of other nations. 
  
Nationalism goes beyond healthy love and becomes something more rigid and dangerous. It elevates the 
nation above others—and sometimes even above God. Nationalism often demands unquestioning loyalty 
and treats criticism as betrayal. It can merge religious identity with national identity in ways that blur 
the line between devotion to Christ and devotion to country. 
  
Throughout Scripture, God warns against making any earthly power—whether king, empire, or nation—
into an idol. Nationalism tends to do exactly that. It can close our hearts to the global body of Christ 
and to the biblical call to love our neighbors, including those beyond our borders. 
  

Why This Distinction Matters for the Church 
 

The church is called to be a people shaped by the life and teachings of Jesus. Our mission is not to exalt 
any nation, but to bear witness to God’s justice, mercy, and love in every nation. 
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    Newsletter of the United Methodist Church of Estherville, Iowa                                                          July 2026 

Friday, July 3:   Office Closed- Independence Day 
Sunday, July 5:   Communion Sunday   
Monday, July 6:   Mat Loom Makers  9:30am 
Friday, July 10:   Community Collection for Midwest Mission 9am-3pm 
Saturday, July 11:   Community Collection for Midwest Mission 9am-3pm 
Monday, July 13:   Mat Loom Makers 9:30am 

Neighbors Meeting Neighbors Community Coffee 
1:30-3:00pm  

Tuesday, July 14:   Worship Committee Meeting 4:00pm 
Outreach Committee Meeting 5:00pm 

 Thursday, July 16:  Church Office Hours 8:00am-12:00pm 
 Monday, July 20:   Mat Loom Makers  9:30am 
      Wesley’s Kitchen 11:00am-12:30pm 

Tuesday, July 21:   Church Office Hours 8:00am-10:00am 
Education Committee Meeting 7:00pm  

 Sunday, July 26:   Trustees Committee Meeting  9:15am 
 Monday, July 27:   Mat Loom Makers  9:30am  

Neighbors Meeting Neighbors Community Coffee 
1:30-3:00pm  

Tuesday, July 28:  Church Council Meeting 6:00pm 
  
  

 

 

  

  
 
      

 
 

 
      

      
 

  
 
  

   

Pastor Kathy Kluis 
Cell:  712-304-0636 

kathykluis@hotmail.com  
Office  Hours 

Monday – Friday 8:00am-3:00pm 
Phone:  712-362-4886 

Fax: 712-362-2357 
umc@mchsi.com 

  

  EsthervilleUMC.com 
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102 S. 8th Street 

Estherville, IA 51334 
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Administrative Assistant:                                          Leah Flores 

Choir Director:                                                             Diane Blom 

Church Treasurer:                                              Nancy Anderson 

Cleaning:       Tony Olson 

Finance Secretary:                                                           Pat Watt                                       

Music Director:                                                         Randy Yackle 

Media Team:                        Nancy Anderson, Larinda Mueller 

        Ryan Ross, Kristin Ross, Alex Cole 

 

Worship Sunday mornings at 10:30am 
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Sponsor a Radio Broadcast 

Sponsors are still needed for the 2026 radio 

broadcasts. Call the church office to reserve 

your date! 

It is only $65 

Available dates: 

    Aug. 23rd               Aug. 30th            Sep. 6th 

    Sep. 27th                Oct. 11th            Oct. 18th 

  

 

Please continue to pray for: 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Let's prayerfully consider your gifts to our church. Please 

pray we have another year of the most faithful giving 

congregation.   I encourage you to sign up for automatic 

giving through your bank or credit union.  

We rely on your pledges for our budget.  

REMINDER:  

Online giving is as easy as 1, 2 or 3 

1. Bill pay through your financial institution 

2. Easy tithe using your credit card. Sign up at:   

http://www.esthervilleumc.com 

3. Automatic deduction through the church and your 

bank: monthly or semi-monthly. See Pat Watt- 362-4886. 

 

Our Christian love & sympathy go out to: 
*The family of Marie Dahlke on her    

recent death. 

*Barbara Mace on the recent death of her 

sister-in-law, Delores Walstead. 

* The family of Patty Hasbrook on her 

recent death. 

 

If your child or grandchild is interested in attending either United Methodist Camp in Iowa (Okoboji 

UMC Camp) or Wesley Woods (near Des Moines) there are brochures near the parking lot entrance of 

the church or on-line at https://okobojicamp.com/. Our church will help with scholarships for children 

to have the experience of camp at either location. If you have any questions, please reach out to 

Michelle Cole at 712-209-0614. 

                will be August 

10-13, 2026, from 4:30-

6:00 pm.  This year’s theme 

is Farm Fresh Faith, 

and all are welcome.  More 

information to come. 

Wesley’s Kitchen 

Free Meal  
sponsored by the  

Outreach Committee 

July 20th  

11:00 am-12:30 pm  
 

All are welcome to come & enjoy  

Shaved Ham Sandwiches, 

Coleslaw, Dessert & Fellowship 

If you would like to help 

with this event,  

please sign up in the 

Fellowship Hall  

or call the church office. 

Community Collection for Midwest Mission 
 

July 10 & July 11 
9:00am-3:00pm each day 

Use entrance #2 from parking lot 
 

Collecting used medical equipment 
(canes, walkers, wheelchairs, shower chairs, etc.), 

sewing machines, bicycles, fire fighter gear 
(boots, pants, jackets, gloves, helmets, etc.) 

 

Questions?  Call the church office,  
362-4886, weekdays 8:00am-3:00pm.  

 

Sponsored by the Outreach Committee 
 

  

Patriotism can inspire service, compassion, and civic responsibility. 
 

Nationalism can tempt us to confuse God’s will with national power or cultural dominance. 
  

As followers of Christ, we can be patriotic—grateful for our country and committed to its flourishing—
without slipping into nationalism. We can love our homeland while remembering that our truest 
home is in God, and our deepest loyalty is to the One who calls us to love boldly, humbly, and 
without borders. 
 
 
May God bless America, 
Pastor Kathy 
 

A Note of Deep Gratitude from Pastor Kathy: 
Over the past two months, as I’ve been recovering from my hysterectomy, I have been surrounded by a level of 
care and kindness that has humbled me and lifted my spirit. I want to offer my sincere thanks to everyone who 
stepped in with prayers, encouragement, and practical help during this time. 
 

Thank you to those who brought meals, shared supper with me, or simply sat and offered company when the 
evenings felt long. Thank you to the ones who drove me to appointments, made grocery runs, carried laundry up 
the stairs, and even brought the garbage pail back up to the parsonage—small acts that made a big difference. 
 

Your phone calls, texts, and cards reminded me daily that I was not walking this road alone. Every gesture—large 
or small—was a blessing. I felt held by a community that truly embodies Christ’s love in action. 
 

Please know how deeply grateful I am. Your kindness has been a healing force, and I thank God for each of you. 
 

One time Scholarship recipient given in memory of Shirley Fain: 
 

Dylan is graduating from ELC as a good student, friend, and someone who gets along with everyone 

from all different walks of life.  Dylan enjoys hunting, fishing, and anything that takes him outdoors with 

his family and friends.  Dylan has discovered a passion for automotive work through his participation in 

Career Academy while in high school.  Dylan has enjoyed being in the shop and using his newly 

acquired skills at home with his projects.  Dylan plans to attend ILCC next year where he will participate 

in one of the trade programs.  Dylan is interested in auto tech, and the HVAC programs. 

Join us as we celebrate 

Grace  

Spalding 
and 85.5 years of family and friendship! 

 

Sunday, July 26th, 2026, 2:00 – 4:00pm 

Commons Room at Homestead Cooperative 

108 N 18th Street, Estherville, IA 
 

Hosted by Rob and Dave Spalding 
Your presence and good wishes are the only gifts 

requested. 

 

http://www.esthervilleumc.com/
https://okobojicamp.com/
callto:712-209-0614


 
 
 
 
 
 

 2       Gabriel Forsyth 
 5       Alan Blum 
 8       Kathy Steele 
 9       Hunter King 
          Randy Thompson 
10      Cassandra Harvey 
12      Rachael Mueller 
          Indie Smith 
13      Matt Harris 
15      Diane Blom 
          Rhett Goebel 
16      Matt Dalen 
18      Kathleen Tirevold 
          Jeremy Lange 
19      Bekah Finn 
20      Justin Koppman 
          Connor Strenge 
21      Judy Iverson 
          Hannah Ward 
22      Sheila King 
          Cole Mace 
23      Phyllis Currell 
24      Douglas Knudson 
          Drew Condon 
25      Dave Seylar 
          Chris Thiel 
26     Tony Condon 
          Amber Hall 
30     Ryan Knudson 
31      Paige Guge 
          Grace Linn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 

Pastor in Ruthven  

3 

Church Office 

Closed- 

Independence 

Day  

4 

5 

Communion Sunday  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship 

Time  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida 

Worship  

6 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

7 

9:00am The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

8 9 

Pastor in Ruthven  

10 

9:00am 

Community 

Collection for 

Midwest Mission 

(9am-3pm)  

11 

9:00am 

Community 

Collection for 

Midwest Mission 

(9am-3pm)  

12 

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship 

Time  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida 

Worship  

13 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

1:30pm Neighbors 

Meeting Neighbors 

Community Coffee 

(1:30-3:00pm)  

14 

9:00am The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

4:00pm Worship 

Committee Meeting  

5:00pm Outreach 

Committee Meeting  

15 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

16 

Pastor in Ruthven  

8:00am-12:00pm 

Church Office 

Hours 

9:00am Martha 

Circle  

17 

5:00pm Hope 

Haven Bingo Event 

(5-7pm)  

18 

19 

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship 

Time  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida 

Worship  

20 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

11:00am Wesley's 

Kitchen  

6:30pm Ruth Circle 

at Church  

21 

8:00-10:00am 

Church Office Hours  

9:00am The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

7:00pm Education 

Committee Meeting  

22 23 

Pastor in Ruthven  

9:30am Ruthven 

Nursing Home 

Service  

24 25 

26 

9:15am Trustees Committee 

Meeting  

9:45am Coffee & Fellowship 

Time  

10:30am Worship  

11:00am Central De Vida 

Worship  

27 

Pastor's Sabbath  

9:30am Mat Loom 

Makers  

1:30pm Neighbors 

Meeting Neighbors 

Community Coffee 

(1:30-3:00pm)  

28 

9:00am The 

Disciples Quilters 

Rm #17  

6:00pm Church 

Council Meeting  

29 30 

Pastor in Ruthven  

31 
 

July Greeters 
 
 

  5   Marlis Tribby 
      Keith & Gladys Godfrey 

12   Tom & Sue Koons 
       Kathy Thompson 
       Carol Swartz 
19   Holly Hansen 

  Grace Spalding 
26  Dave Seylar 
       Clay & Amanda Paulson 

Committee Meeting 
Reminders: 

 

 

Church Council: 
July 28th   6:00pm 

Education: 
July 21st  7:00pm 

Finance: 
No Meeting 
Outreach: 

 July 14th   5:00pm 
Trustees: 

July 26th   9:15am 
Worship: 

July 14th   4:00pm 

 

UNITED WOMEN  
IN FAITH 

 

July Bible Verse:  
Philippians 2:13 (NIV)  

“For it is God who works in you 
to will and to act in order to 

fulfill his good purpose.” 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
2nd    Brian & Cathy Miller 

3rd   Steve & Jan Lange  

6th  Doug & Sue Evans 

12th Rodney & Phyllis Alger 

 Michael & Ashley Westfall 

13th  Steve & Jo Planting 

14th Jeff & JoAnna Jensen 

15th  Steven & Krissy Linn 

16th  Wayne & Sheryl Chrestiansen 

20th  Brandon & Kim Ross 

21st  Billy & Tina Rezac 

26th  Chris & Abbie Fuhrman 

29th      Steve & Kim Phillips 

 

Circles are scheduled 

to meet as follows: 
 

Martha 

July 16
th 

at 9:00am 

 

Ruth 

July 20
th

 at 6:30pm 

 

Susanna Wesley 

No Meeting 

 

United Women in Faith 

No Meeting 

July Ushers 
 

Dave Seylar – 
Captain 

Heidi Goebel 
Marcia Huntsinger 

Richard Baker 
 

From the Disciple Quilting 

Group to all of you- 
  A huge THANK YOU to all of you 

in helping us get moved to the 2nd 

floor.  Our room is light, airy, and 

huge. 

  We appreciate all your heavy 

lifting and efforts/planning our 

moving. 

Hugs, from the  

Disciples Quilters 


